108	GUIDE TO  CALCUTTA.
down*the stream, to the left, is Kidderpore Bridge
across which the Tramway Company runs its lines. The
approach from Calcutta to Garden Beach in the 18th
century went over "Kidderpore or Surman's Bridge;""
the junction of Garden Eeach with the Strand Eoad
not "being carried out till much later times.
Close to Hastings Bridge we find on our right the
Royal Indian Marine Dockyard,
k'It was here that the enterprising Colonel Henry Watson domesticated
the art of shipbuilding in Bengal. It is true that Grose, in speaking of the
year 1756, says kon the other side of the water there were docks for repairing
and careening the ships, near which the Armenians had a good garden,' but his
statements are generally too loose to command confidence. ... To Colonel
Watson unqestionably belongs the honour of having established the first dock-
yard in Bengal. His penetration led him to perceive the advantageous situa-
tion of the Bay of Bengal in reference to the countries lying to the east and
west of it. He felt that if the English Marine was placed on an efficient foot-
ing, we must remain masters of the Eastern Seas. He, therefore, obtained a
grant of land from Government at Kidderpore, for the establishment of wet
and dry docks, and of a marine yard in which every facility should be created
for building, repairing and equipping vessels of war and merchantmen. His
works were commenced in 1780; and the next year he launched the Nonsuch*
frigate of 36 guns, which was constructed under his own directions by native
workmen, and proved remarkable for her speed. He devoted his time and
fortune to this national undertaking for eight years, and in 1788 launched
another frigate, the Surprise, of 36 guns: but his resources were by this time
exhausted: and after having sunk ten lakhs of rupees in his dockyard, he was
•obliged to relinquish it." The Rev. J". Long in the Catevtta Review, Vol.
XVIII, p. 430.
In the year in which Watson, then the Chief Engineer
at Fort William,! established his dockyard in this place,
he was called upon by Sir Philip Francis to act as
his second in the duel with Warren Hastings. The
Colonel seems to have been familiar with precedents.
4fiWatson," writes Francis in his Journal for August
17th, "marks out a distance about fourteen com-
mon paces, the same he said at which Mr. Fox and
Mr. Adam stood." Watgunge Road n^hich we pass on
raoveable platform carries a single line of railway, 5'6" gauge. The span of the
bridge is 116 ft. between the supporting columns, and there is a clear waterway
of 110 ft, between the abutments, the weight of the bridge is 195 tons. The cost
•ol the bridge was Bs. 95,000. A full account of it will be found in the India*
SnytMtrot October 18th, 1886.
* The Nonsuch was lost in 1801 when hauling into port. She was quite rotten
«t the time.
tWatwn in 1776 superseded Major Fortnam, who had held temporary rank
48 lieutenant-Colonel.

